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2019 STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS UPDATE 

May 9, 2019 
 

Last Night: Sharks def. Avalanche 3-2 (Win Series 4-3) 
 

For the second time this postseason, San Jose hosted a Game 7 and came out of it victorious by the smallest of 

margins, outlasting the Avalanche with a 1-goal win as Martin Jones stopped 27 of 29 (14 saves in 3rd period) 

including a barrage of shots in the final minutes. Sparked by the return of captain Joe Pavelski, who got SJ on 

the board with the game’s opening goal 5:57 into the 1st period, the Sharks jumped out to a 2-0 lead in the 

opening frame and led 3-1 entering the 3rd. Colorado tightened the gap with a goal early in the final period but 

San Jose held on. Pavelski also had an assist and Brent Burns added two helpers, the primary assist on 

Pavelski’s goal and on Joonas Donskoi’s game-winning goal in the 2nd. 
 

• SJ lost 9 of its final 12 regular-season games and is now 4 wins away from 

its second-ever trip to the Stanley Cup Final (2016) 
 

• SJ is in the Western Conference Final for the 2nd time in the last 4 years  

(def. STL before losing to PIT in SCF) 
 

• SJ will have home ice advantage in the West Final vs. STL 
 

Pavelski: “They were there for me. I wanted to come out and give them a good game as well. There wasn't 

going to be one guy who won this game and there wasn't. It was a big group effort out there.” 
 

Tonight: Hurricanes vs. Bruins (Game 1 – 8pm ET on NBCSN) 
 
 

The Conference Finals begin with the Bruins, the top remaining regular-season team in the postseason, hosting the 

Wild Card Hurricanes, who dethroned last year’s Stanley Cup champion Capitals before sweeping the Islanders in 

the Second Round. Boston, after looking shaky at times over the last month, won three straight games to eliminate 

Columbus, outscoring the Blue Jackets 11-4 in those final three matchups. 
 

• BOS last reached the Stanley Cup Final in 2013 (losing to CHI) and last won it in 2011 
 

• CAR last reached the Stanley Cup Final in 2006, beating EDM for the franchise’s first and only Cup  
 

• Notables – Who’s in, Who’s out: 
 

o BOS: Charlie McAvoy will miss Game 1 while he serves a 1-game suspension for an illegal check 

to the head of CBJ Josh Anderson in Game 6 of that series 
 

o CAR: Goalie Petr Mrazek (lower body) has not played since Game 2 of the Second Round (4/28). 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour said, “Whatever way we go, we’re going to be happy with it,” on whether 

Mrazek or Curtis McElhinney would start. 
 

CAR captain Justin Williams: “It is a whole different animal, as you can see, the NHL playoffs. It's just go, 

go, go, and who's playing best right now, and obviously both teams are playing well to be here.” 
 

BOS coach Bruce Cassidy on Tuukka Rask: “He was definitely our most consistent player throughout the 

whole series. He was there every night. He certainly deserves whatever accolades come to him.” 
  

EAST FINAL: CAR vs. BOS  

Game 1 – Tonight 8 ET on NBCSN 

WEST FINAL: STL vs. SJ 

Game 1 – Saturday 8 ET on NBC 



 
 

And then there were 4... 
 

• The Conference Finals is made up of four new teams compared to last year. In fact, none of these teams have 

made a Conference Finals since STL & SJ played each other in 2016 (SJ won). BOS has won the most recent 

Stanley Cup out of this group (2011), while the Sharks and Blues are each chasing their first-ever Cup win.  
 

2019 Conference 

Finals Teams 

Current Odds to 

Win Cup 

Odds to Win Cup 

Entering Season 

Last Stanley Cup 

Final App. 

Last Stanley 

Cup Win 

Bruins 9/5 11/1 2013 2011 

Sharks 12/5 12/1 2016 -- 

Blues 11/4 30/1 1970 -- 

Hurricanes 4/1 80/1 2006 2006 

 

• Topping the charts in 2019... 

All 4 teams have played well since the calendar turned  

to January: 

 
 

 

 

By The Numbers (70 GP)   Leaders 
 

• 38 home wins; 32 road wins  Goals: 9 – Logan Couture (SJ), Tomas Hertl (SJ) 
 

• 34 one-goal games   Assists: 12 – Erik Karlsson (SJ) 
 

• 7 shutouts    Pts: 14 – Couture, Hertl, Brent Burns (SJ), Mikko Rantanen (COL) 
 

• 5 Game 7s (3 last year) 
 

• 15 OT games (10 last year) 

 

 

 

Since Jan. 1 Points NHL Rank 

Blues 65 1st 

Hurricanes 62 3rd 

Bruins 61 4th 

Sharks 52 t-8th 


