
 
 

2019 STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS UPDATE  

April 25, 2019 
 

Second Round Begins as All 4 Wild Card Teams Advance for First Time in NHL History 
 

The upsets continued last night with the Hurricanes knocking out the defending Stanley Cup champion Capitals 

with a double overtime victory in Game 7. Here is a look back at the opening round: 
 

First Round Notes 
 

• 5 of 8 winning teams overcame a series deficit   

• 5 of 8 winning teams were the “worse” seed 
 

• 6 of 8 winning teams were not in the Second Round last 

postseason (CBJ, NYI, STL, DAL, COL, CAR) 
 

• 1st postseason since the 1967-68 expansion in which top 

seed in each conference lost in opening round 
 

o 1st postseason in NHL history in which all 4 

Wild Card teams advanced 
 

o 1st postseason in NHL history in which the top 

overall seed was swept in the opening round 
 

• 7 of the top 10 regular-season teams eliminated 
 

• 3 Game 7s – most in the opening round since 2014 (3 Game 7s in entire playoffs last year) 
 

• 10 overtime games  

(10 overtime games in entire playoffs last year) 
 

• All 3 Canadian teams (CGY, TOR, WPG) 

eliminated – Last Stanley Cup for a Canadian 

team: 1993 
 

• None of the 8 teams that advanced made the 

Conference Finals last season: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Players – Second Round  
 

• 14 of the 16 top point 

producers from the regular 

season are not in the Second 

Round – here are the two 

that remain: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Goalies Left...The 8 starting goalies 

still in these playoffs have each had 

their moments in the opening round. 

Which will be a difference make in the 

Second Round? 
 

  

Second Round Teams Results Last Season Last Stanley Cup 

Bruins Lost in Second Round 2011 

Islanders Missed Playoffs 1983 

Sharks Lost in Second Round -- 

Hurricanes Missed Playoffs 2006 

Blues Missed Playoffs -- 

Blue Jackets Lost in First Round -- 

Stars Missed Playoffs 1999 

Avalanche Lost in First Round 2001 

Most Points – Regular Season Points Season Result 

Nikita Kucherov (TB) 128 Lost in First Round 

Connor McDavid (EDM) 116 Missed Playoffs 

Patrick Kane (CHI) 110 Missed Playoffs 

Leon Draisaitl (EDM) 105 Missed Playoffs 

Brad Marchand (BOS) 
100 

In Second Round 

Sidney Crosby (PIT) Lost in First Round 

Nathan MacKinnon (COL) 
99 

In Second Round 

Johnny Gaudreau (CGY) Lost in First Round 

> 14 of 16 Top Reg. Season Scorers Not in Second Round 

Goalies in Second Round 2019 Playoffs GAA 2019 Playoffs SV% 

Robin Lehner (NYI) 1.47 .956 

Ben Bishop (DAL) 1.90 .945 

Philipp Grubauer (COL) 1.90 .939 

Sergei Bobrovsky (CBJ) 2.01 .932 

Tuukka Rask (BOS) 2.32 .928 

Jordan Binnington (STL) 2.63 .908 

Martin Jones (SJ) 3.20 .904 

Petr Mrazek (CAR) 2.54 .899 

CBJ/BOS Game 1 … Tonight, 7 ET 
 

CAR/NYI Game 1 … Friday, 7 ET 

 

DAL/STL Game 1 … Tonight, 9:30 ET 
 

COL/SJ Game 1 … Friday, 10 ET 

 



 
 

 

Today’s Action - 2 games 
 

CBJ vs. BOS - Game 1 (7PM, NBCSN)  

Boston, the top remaining regular-season team in the playoffs, hosts 2nd Wild Card Columbus in their first-ever 

postseason meeting and the Blue Jackets first second round playoff series in franchise history. 
 

How They Got Here: Boston defeated Toronto in Game 7 on Tuesday. Columbus swept Tampa Bay to become 

the first team in NHL history to sweep the top overall seed in the opening round in a best-of-7 series. 
 

• Rest vs. Rust: The Bruins have played 3 more games than the Blue Jackets as Columbus has been off 

for more than a week, having finished their First Round series on April 16. 

 

BOS coach Bruce Cassidy: “I don't mind the quick turnaround necessarily when you're playing well.” 
 

CBJ coach John Tortorella on his goalie Sergei Bobrovsky: “I think Bob has basically, for one round here, given 

(that narrative) the finger. I just think he's handled himself so well.” 

 

DAL vs. STL – Game 1 (9:30PM, NBCSN)  

Both clubs pulled upsets in the opening round as the two Central Division rivals will meet in the playoffs for the 

first time since 2016 when the Blues defeated the Stars in 7 games to advance to the Conference Finals. 
 

How They Got Here: Trailing 2-games-to-1, Dallas won 3 straight games to knock off Central Division champ 

Nashville. St. Louis went 3-0 on the road in the opening round and then clinched things with a home win in 

Game 6 to defeat Winnipeg. 
 

• 2nd Half Teams: In January, both clubs looked headed towards an early offseason but each rallied and 

are now just 8 wins away from a trip to the Stanley Cup Final. The Blues went from having a league-

worst 34 points on the morning of Jan. 3 to becoming the first team that was in the NHL cellar at any 

point after New Year’s Day (min. 20 GP) to win a playoff series since the NHL’s expansion in 1967-68. 

Dallas got things going in January as well, totaling 43 points since Jan. 18 – only STL had more to end 

the season out of Western Conference teams.  

 

DAL Blake Comeau: “We kind of have a similar style where they don't give up a ton and play really good 

defensive hockey...Pretty familiar with each other, so it's going to come down to who can execute the best.” 
 

 

 

 

Postseason By The Numbers              46 games played 
 

• 25 home wins; 21 road wins  
 

• Teams that entered this postseason as the “worse” seed are 26-20 (5 series wins)  
 

• 20 one-goal games 
 

• 4 shutouts (Mike Smith, Petr Mrazek, Marc-Andre Fleury, Braden Holtby) 
 

• 10 OT games (Bailey, Orpik, Smith, MacKinnon, Connor, Rantanen, Hertl, Klingberg, Goodrow, McGinn) 
 

o 2 games have gone to 2OT – SJ/VGK Game 6, CAR/WSH Game 7  
 

o There were only 10 OT games last postseason 
 
 

Postseason Leaders Through 15 days       
  

• Goals: 6 – Tomas Hertl (SJ), Logan Couture (SJ), Mark Stone (VGK) 

• Points: 12 – Stone (VGK) 

• Save %: .956 - Robin Lehner (NYI) 

• Saves: 225 – Frederik Andersen (TOR) 



 

 
 

3 Stars of Wednesday 
 

• Bunch of Jerks: The underdog Hurricanes pulled off the improbable comeback to eliminate the 

defending Stanley Cup champion Capitals. Carolina trailed 3-games-to-2 in the series and faced two 

different multi-goal deficits in Game 7 but rallied for the series victory. 
 

• Petr Mrazek: The 27-year-old goalie was signed to a 1-year deal in July and proved to be a difference 

maker, stopping 57 of 62 shots over the final two games of the series including all 18 he faced after the 

2nd period last night. 
 

• Game 7 – Series Comeback Winners: For the second straight night, a team that trailed in a series came 

back to clinch the opening round victory as Carolina (just like SJ & BOS) staved off elimination in 

Game 6 and won Game 7. 
 
 

Hurricanes 4     Capitals 3 (2OT)                                     CAR wins series 4-3 
 

• For the first time in this series the road team picked up a victory and in this deciding Game 7 it means 

that the Wild Card Carolina Hurricanes are moving on to the next round and sending last year’s Stanley 

Cup champion Capitals to the offseason. 
 

o Carolina, in the postseason for the first time since 2009, has won its first playoff series since that 

season when they defeated Boston in Game 7 to advance to the East Final. 
 

o “Mr. Game 7” Justin Williams of course found the scoresheet in this one – serving up the primary 

assist on Brock McGinn’s double overtime winner – Williams’ 15th career point in a Game 7 to 

extend his NHL record. He is now 8-1 all-time in Game 7s – tied for the most such wins all-time. 
 

o Washington is now 4-8 in Game 7s in the Alex Ovechkin era (since 2008). 
 

o There will be a new Stanley Cup champion for the 19th time in the past 20 seasons. 
 

Williams: “You can kick the snot out of each other and look each other in the eye and say, `Man that was a great 

series, you really pushed us. We pushed each other.” 
 

Nicklas Backstrom: “It's tough right now. It's tough. Double overtime. Tough one for us. We were up 3-1. Looking 

back at that, we need to find a way to shut them down there or keep them out of the score sheet there when we got a 

3-1 lead. We gave it to them.” 

 

 

 
 

 


