
 
 

2019 STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS UPDATE  

April 22, 2019 
 

Today’s Action - 2 games 
 

**If the Hurricanes and Predators force a Game 7, then 4 out of the 8 First Round series will require the 

distance. There has not been a postseason round with 4 Game 7s since the 2011 opening round** 
 

WSH vs. CAR - Game 6 (7PM, NBCSN)  
 

The home team has won the first 5 games of this series. Can the Hurricanes hold serve and force a Game 

7 in D.C.? Or will the defending champs break the trend and secure a Second Round matchup with 

Barry Trotz’s Islanders? 
 

• Sudden scoring threat: Nicklas Backstrom had 4 points (2G-2A) in Game 5, and now has 5 goals this 

series – matching his total from the entire 2018 postseason (5G in 20 games last year).  
 

WSH Coach Todd Reirden, on the possibility of facing Trotz in the next round:  

"I don't think we're really thinking about that opponent at all right now. We're trying to get through this one. 

We know we've got to be at our very best [Monday] to be able to knock this team out because they've been one 

of the best in the League from the start of the year on for a reason. So, it's going to be a tough out." 

 

NSH vs. DAL - Game 6 (8:30PM, CNBC)  
 

After a dominant performance from its top line in Game 5, Dallas can knock out the Central Division 

champion Predators tonight. Nashville will hope to avoid joining Calgary and Tampa Bay as division 

champs to get eliminated in the opening round.  
 

• Battle between the pipes: Vezina Trophy finalist Ben Bishop has only allowed 11 goals in 5 games for 

Dallas this series. Meanwhile, reigning Vezina Trophy winner Pekka Rinne has allowed 9 goals over 

the past 2 games – both losses which have turned a 2-1 Preds series lead into a 3-2 deficit.  
 

NSH Coach Peter Laviolette, on his team facing elimination on the road:  

"They're battle-tested, and they're ready for an opportunity like this…I do think that the experiences that we've 

been through, they make us a little bit tougher in a situation like this. We shouldn't be deer in headlights when a 

game like this happens. We've been here before." 
 

Postseason By The Numbers              41 games played 
 

• 21 home wins; 20 road wins  

• Teams that entered this postseason as the “worse” seed are 23-18  

• 17 one-goal games 

• Teams that lead after 2 periods are 27-4 

• 4 shutouts (Mike Smith, Petr Mrazek, Marc-Andre Fleury, Braden Holtby) 

• 7 OT games (Bailey, Orpik, Smith, MacKinnon, Connor, Rantanen, Hertl) 

o 1 game has gone to 2OT – SJ/VGK Game 6  

o There were only 10 OT games last season 
 

Postseason Leaders Through 12 days       
  

• Goals: 6 - Mark Stone (VGK) 

• Points: 10 - Stone & Max Pacioretty (VGK) 

• Save %: .956 - Robin Lehner (NYI) 

• Saves: 198 – Frederik Andersen (TOR) 

 
 

WSH leads CAR 3-2…Next: Today, 7 ET 

TOR/BOS tied 3-3…Game 7: Tues, 7 ET  

CBJ def. TB 4-0 … will face BOS/TOR 

NYI def. PIT 4-0 … will face WSH/CAR 

 

DAL leads NSH 3-2…Next: Today, 8:30 ET 

VGK/SJ tied 3-3… Game 7: Tues., 10 ET 

STL def. WPG 4-2 ... will face DAL/NSH  

COL def. CGY 4-1...    will face SJ/VGK 

ET 

 



 
 
 

3 Stars of Sunday 
 

• Tomas Hertl (SJ): 1st player in history to score a shorthanded winner in a game that required multiple 

OTs  
 

• Martin Jones (SJ): Career-high 58 saves, including the final 39 he faced, to help San Jose avoid 

elimination for the 2nd straight game   
 

• Boston’s Power Play: Facing elimination in Toronto, and trailing the Leafs 1-0 midway through the 1st 

period, the Bruins went 2/2 on the power play to grab a 2-1 lead at the 1st intermission. Boston has 

converted on 7 of their 16 PP opportunities this series (43.8%).  
 

Bruins 4     Maple Leafs 2                        (Game 7: Tuesday 7pm ET on NBCSN)                 Series tied 3-3 
 

• Teams have continued to alternate wins and losses this series, as the B’s out-shot the Leafs 41-24 en 

route to a 4-2 win, forcing a Game 7 in Boston on Tuesday. The “Big 3” carried the Bruins; Brad 

Marchand had 3 points (2G-1A), David Pastrnak had 2 assists, and Patrice Bergeron had 1 assist.  
 

• In each of the past 2 playoff meetings (2013, 2018), these teams went the distance, with Game 7 

occurring at TD Garden. Boston won both games in epic fashion: 
 

o 2013: Trailed TOR 4-1 in 3rd, won 5-4 (OT) … became 1st team in history to overcome a three-goal, 

third-period deficit to win in a Game 7  
 

o 2018: Trailed TOR 1-0, 2-1, and then 4-3 entering the 3rd, but scored 4 unanswered to win 7-4  

 

• After yesterday’s loss, the Leafs were not keen to dwell on the Game 7 ghosts of years past: 
 

TOR G Frederik Andersen: “It's a new year. The comparisons, it's not where we're focused. We're focused on 

getting better for the next game.” 
 

TOR F Connor Brown, on why this year will be different: "Because we've been through it. We're a confident 

group. We believe in ourselves. We've learned from what's happened in the past. Different year, different team." 
 

TOR F Auston Matthews: "It's a completely new day, a new game. You take the good and the bad, and we've 

got an opportunity. We're going into their arena and we've got to be ready to go. It's going to be a good 

atmosphere. It's win or go home, so we need all the guys on board, and we need a good start, obviously.” 
 

Sharks 2    Golden Knights 1 (2OT)               (Game 7: Tuesday 10pm ET on NBCSN)              Series tied 3-3 

 

• In the first double OT game of this postseason, Tomas Hertl scored shorthanded to make good on his 

“guarantee” after Game 5 and send the series back to San Jose for a Game 7 (more below)  
 

• Vegas led this series 3-games-to-1, and will now play in a Game 7 for the first time ever.  
 

• Over the past 2 games, Martin Jones has stopped 88 of 91 shots (.967 SV%).  
 

Hertl, in his postgame interview after Game 5 (in which he scored twice):  

“It was just fun game, and now we know we have one more game and come back for Game 7. And I believe it, 

because we better team than them.” 
 

Hertl, after Game 6:  

“Game 7 is the most fun game you can play in the NHL, so we have to enjoy it for sure. But we want to win. I 

can guarantee we will try our best.” 

 

https://twitter.com/PeteBlackburn/status/1119099894235451393?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1119099894235451393&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reviewjournal.com%2Fsports%2Fsports-columns%2Fed-graney%2Ftomas-hertls-guarantee-for-sharks-wasnt-exactly-messier-esque-1645909%2F

