
 
 

 
2019 STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS UPDATE  

April 19, 2019 
 

Today’s Action – 2 games 
 
 

When a best-of-7 series is tied 2-2, the winner of Game 5 owns an all-time series record of 205-55 (78.8%) 
 

 TOR vs BOS – Game 5 (7PM, NBCSN) – This back-and-forth affair heads back to Boston, where the 
teams split the first two games of the series. Both the Bruins and Maple Leafs saw their stars rise to the 
occasion in Game 4. Boston’s David Pastrnak scored his first 2 goals of the postseason, while Brad 
Marchand tallied 3 points of his own (1G-2A). For Toronto, Auston Matthews tallied the first multi-goal 
playoff game of his career.  

 
o Can John Tavares get back to his scoring ways? Tavares led Toronto with 47 goals in the regular 

season, but has found the back of the net just once this series, an empty-netter back in Game 1.  
 

o Which Bruins offense will show up in Game 5? Boston has scored 10 goals in their two wins this series 
and has just 3 goals in their two losses. 
 

o The last 2 times these rivals have met in the playoffs (2018 and 2013), Toronto has won Game 5 in 
Boston. The difference is, the Bruins held 3-1 series leads entering Game 5 in both of those instances. 

 
Since the NHL expanded in 1967-68, there has NEVER been a season in which the top seeds in each 

conference have both been eliminated in the opening round 
 

 COL vs CGY – Game 5 (10PM, NBCSN) – After blowing a 2-goal lead in the 3rd period of Game 4, the 
top-seeded Flames find themselves on the brink of elimination as the series shifts back to Calgary. Mike 
Smith was brilliant in Game 4, making 49 saves, but Mikko Rantanen got the best of Smith late, scoring 
the game-tying goal in the 3rd and the game-winner in OT. 

 

o Can the Flames slow down the Avs? Over the last two games in Colorado, the Avs have peppered 
CGY goalie Mike Smith, outshooting the Flames 108-66. 
 

o Will Johnny Gaudreau have an impact? The Flames star has just 1 point (an assist in Gm 2) this 
series, and Calgary could use a boost offensively. 
 

o The Avs “big 3” of Nathan MacKinnon, Mikko Rantenen and Gabriel Landeskog have 
combined for 14 points this series (6G-8A), will they keep their foot on the gas as the Avs look to 
advance? 

 

Postseason By The Numbers              34 games played 
 

 19 home wins; 15 road wins 
 14 one-goal games 
 Teams that lead after 2 periods are 22-4 
 3 shutouts (Mike Smith, Petr Mrazek, Marc-Andre Fleury) 
 6 OT games (Bailey, Orpik, Smith, MacKinnon, Connor, Rantanen) 

 

o Longest OT was CGY/COL Game 4 – 10:23 into 1st OT 
o We are already more than halfway to last year’s total of 10 OT games 

 
Postseason Leaders Through 9 days       

  

 Goals: 6 – Mark Stone (VGK) 
 Points: 10 – Stone & Max Pacioretty (VGK) … linemate Paul Stastny (8 pts) is 3rd:  
 Save %: .956 – Robin Lehner (NYI) 
 Saves: 161 – Mike Smith (CGY) 

WSH & CAR tied 2-2…Next: Saturday, 8 ET 
TOR & BOS tied 2-2…Next: Tonight, 7 ET  
CBJ def. TB 4-0 … will face BOS/TOR 
NYI def. PIT 4-0 … will face WSH/CAR 
 

STL leads WPG 3-2... Next: Saturday, 7 ET  
VGK lead SJ 3-2…Next: Sunday, time TBD 
COL leads CGY 3-1...Next: Tonight, 10 ET 
NSH & DAL tied 2-2…Next: Saturday, 3 ET 
 



 
 

3 Stars of Thursday 
 

 1) The Blues: St. Louis was able to rally from 2 goals down on the road in the 3rd period of Game 5. The 
Blues sat in last place in the NHL on Jan. 3, and are now 1 win away from reaching the Second Round. 
 

 2) Petr Mrazek: The veteran goalie made 30 of 31 saves against the Capitals in Game 4, helping the 
Hurricanes earn another big home win and send the series back to D.C. tied at 2. 
 

 3) Tomas Hertl: With the Sharks on the brink of elimination, Hertl scored just over a minute into the game 
to give the home team an early lead. Hertl tallied his 2nd goal of the night late in the 3rd period, putting the 
Sharks up 4-2 with just over 5 minutes remaining to help extend the series to a 6th game. 

 
Hurricanes 2      Capitals 1  (Game 5: Saturday at 8 pm on NBC)     Series tied 2-2 

 Warren Foegele scored 17 seconds into the game to give 
Carolina an early 1-0 lead. After Alex Ovechkin tied it in 
the 2nd, it was Teuvo Teravainen who scored the eventual 
game-winner with 28 seconds left in the 2nd. 
 

 Hurricanes goalie Petr Mrazek was outstanding, making 
30 saves, including all 8 in the 3rd period, as Carolina held 
off the defending champs to even the series at 2-2. 

 
 T.J. Oshie was injured late in the 3rd, after the game Caps 

coach Todd Reirden said Oshie, “will not be with our team for a while.” 
 

 This is the only series this postseason in which the home team has won the first 4 games. 
 

CAR head coach Rod Brind’Amour: "I can't say enough about our group. We just battled. We're giving 
everything we can. Our [defensemen] were really solid tonight. They really held the fort down and our 
goaltending came up big at the end." 
 
Blues 3          Jets 2                            (Game 6: Saturday at 7 pm on NBCSN)                       STL leads series 3-2 
 Trailing 2-0 entering the 3rd, the Blues rallied for 3 goals in the final period, including Jaden Schwartz’s 

game-winner with just 15 seconds left in regulation.  
 

 The road team has won each of the first 5 games of this series, just the 4th time that has happened in a 7-
game series in Stanley Cup Playoff history. A best-of-7 series has never seen the road team win each of the 
first 6 games. 

 

Schwartz: "We're just staying with it… We believe in each other, we believe in the system, and we work as a 
team. When the team has success, we know that we all get rewarded… This whole series is so tight. You just 
never know right now with the bounces that are happening." 
 

Connor Hellebuyck on STL’s game-winner: “Lucky pinballs… The puck just bounced and ended up right on 
their tape. Tough to eat that one, but I thought we were the better team. If we keep fighting here, it's not over." 

  
 

Sharks 5        Golden Knights 2        (Game 6: Sunday, time and network TBD)   VGK lead series 3-2 
 San Jose took a page out of Vegas’ book, with Tomas Hertl scoring in the first 90 seconds of the game to take 

an early 1-0 lead. Hertl scored twice last night, and is tied for 2nd in the playoffs with 4 goals. 
 

 The Sharks got to Marc-Andre Fleury often, extending the lead back up to 2 goals every time the Golden 
Knights would cut the lead to 1.  

 
 Martin Jones had his best game of the series, stopping 30 of 32 shots to help keep the Sharks’ season alive. 
 
Hertl: "We talk about start, and we started great today… We get the lead, first goal, and right away, second goal. 
It's better play if you don't have to chase the game from the first minute." 

Opening Minute Goals this Postseason 

Game Player Time 
Elapsed 

VGK-SJ Game 2 Cody Eakin 0:58 
SJ-VGK Game 3 Mark Stone 0:16 
NYI-PIT Game 4 Jake Guentzel 0:35 

WSH-CAR Game 4 Warren Foegele 0:17 
STL-WPG Game 5 Adam Lowry 0:12 

5 opening-minute goals ties                                   
NHL record for most in First Round 


